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To provide for the continuation of a program which will ensure that all
hospitalized Marines are periodically visited as an expression of concern
for their welfare by the Marine Corps. Unless otherwise stated, as used

herein, the term "Marines" includes active duty, Reserve, retired, and
former Marines.
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MARI NE CORPS ORDER 6320.3C WCH 1

From Conmandant of the Marine Corps
To: Distribution List

Subj : HOSPI TAL VI SI TATI ON PROGRAM

Ref: (a) MOO P5211.2A
(b) MOO 6320. 2D

1. Purpose. To provide for the continuation of a programwhich will ensure

that all hospitalized Marines are periodically visited as an expression of

concern for their welfare by the Marine Corps. Unless otherw se stated, as

used herein, the term"Marines" includes active duty, Reserve, retired, and
former Marines.

2. Cancell ation. MCO 6320. 3B
3. Background

a. It is recognized that |ocal comrmand hospital visitation prograns
effectively provide for frequent visits to all Marines hospitalized in the
vicinity of their parent organization. It is also realized that many commands
and organi zations are conducting active visitation prograns at Veterans

Admi ni stration hospitals in their area

b. The paranount purpose of all hospital visits is to enhance the noral e of
the patients. Periodic visits will also ensure that hospitalized active duty
Mari nes are receiving required nedical and health care, adm nistrative
support, and assistance. Al active duty Marines, regardl ess of where they
are hospitalized, have a parent command that they may call on for assistance
with problens. This is not the case with the Reserve, retired, and forner
Marines to whomthe Marine Corps can be of considerabl e assi stance.

4. Scope. The provisions of this Order are designed to suppl enent, rather
than suppl ant, |ocal prograns on behal f of hospitalized Marines. The

requi renents of this Oder are mninum and nothi ng contained herein should be
construed as limting the commander's prerogative in establishing a program
that requires nore frequent hospital visits. To be taken into consideration
however, are the provisions of reference (a) and the nature of the care being
adm ni stered which may linmit any attenpts at visiting Reserve, retired, and
former Marines. Therefore, visitation for these categories of persons should
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be limted to Unifornmed Services and Veterans Administration hospitals.
Additionally, liaison may be initiated with area civilian hospitals to
provide themthe option of communicating with personnel at designated Mrine
Corps organi zati ons for assistance with special cases involving former and
retired Marines. This could possibly provide hospital personnel with an
avenue to obtain help for those Marines who have faithfully served their
country.

5. Action. The Hospital Visitation Programis structured to aid two
categories of Marines: active duty/Reserve and retired/fornmer Mrines.

a. Commandi ng officers of active duty and Reserve Marines who are
hospitalized in the vicinity of their command and who remain on the rolls of
t he organization fromwhich they are hospitalized will ensure that these
Marines are visited by a representative of their organization not |ess than
once each nonth. Processing of hospitalized active duty Marines is covered in
reference (b).

b. Conmanders, officers in charge, and I-1"'s of organi zati ons on whose rol
active duty Marines are joined while hospitalized will ensure that each
hospitalized Marine is visited as soon as possible after adm ssion to the
hospital, preferably within 24 hours, and not |ess than once each nonth
thereafter. At those naval hospitals with | arge Marine popul ations, a visit
by the Marine liaison personnel will satisfy the initial visit requirenent;
however, every effort will be made to ensure that each Marine is periodically
visited by Marines other than the Marine |iaison personnel

c. Commanders, officers in charge, and I-1's of organi zati ons on whose rolls
active duty and Reserve Marines are joined will ensure that requests for

adm ni strative assistance are coordinated with the Marine's parent conmand
where practi cabl e.

d. Commanders, officers in charge, and I-1's of organizations on whose rolls
Navy personnel, other Service liaison personnel, and technica
representatives are joined will ensure that, if hospitalized, these
individuals will be visited and rendered administrative assistance in the
same manner as provided to active duty Marines.

e. Commanders, officers in charge, and I-1's of the conmands, organizations,
and activities listed in enclosure (1) to reference (b), herein referred to
as sponsoring activities, will establish visitation prograns to ensure that
each of the Uniforned Services and Veterans Adm nistration hospitals (except
those where the nature of the care restricts visitation) for which they are
assigned cogni zance are visited to foster this programto retired and former
Marines. Al prograns will be established to coincide with established
service oriented days of recognition; e.g., Marine Corps Birthday, Menorial
Day, Veterans Day. In those situations where there are Marine activities or
personnel closer to a given hospital than the sponsoring activity, they will
provi de maxi num assi stance to the sponsoring activity. In such situations,

t he conmanders of the assigned sponsoring activities nmay seek assi stance from
the nmore closely located activities and personnel, and direct liaison is

aut horized. In this regard, conmandi ng officers of recruiting districts wll
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provi de maxi num assi stance with procurenent personnel. The basis for an
ef fective programrequires extensive liaison in nany forns. Reconmended as
consi derations in establishing a program are:

(1) Solicit support fromretired Marines in the area as well as from | ocal
chapters of Marine associ ated veterans organi zati ons.

(2) Use Reserve personnel on a volunteer basis for conducting visits.
(3) Use organi zational chaplains for visits.

(4) Make arrangenents for the visits in advance so as not to disrupt hospital
routines and to ensure that as nmany Marines as possi ble may be personally
vi si ted.

(5) Uilize famly service centers as a source of information and assi stance.

(6) Visits to hospitals which provide psychiatric care should be attenpted
only with those patients approved for interview by the hospital officials.

(7) Request administrative assistance fromthe appropriate office at this
Headquarters, CMC (MRC), when necessary in dealing with special cases
pertaining to a retired or former Marine. Refer any questions on this natter
to the CMC (MRC).

Call toll free 1 (800) 847-1597, commercial (703) 784-9512,
DSN: 278-9512, or FAX (703) 784-9823, DSN 278-9823.

6. Reserve Applicability. This Oder is applicable to the Marine Corps
Reserve.

{Ii 63203c01.tif:Signature} //signature//
G R CHRI STMAS

Deputy Chief of Staff for

Manpower and Reserve Affairs
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FM CMC WASHI NGTON DC/ / MRC/ /

TO MARADM N

BT

UNCLAS // N06320/ /

MARADM N 163/ 98

MBG D/ GENADM N MRC/ /

SUBJ/ MOO 6320. 3C CH 1 HOSPI TAL VI S| TATI ON PROGRAM /

POC/ T. WALLS/ CAPT/ MRC/ -/ TEL: DSN 278- 9512/ TEL: FAX DSN 278- 9823/ /
RVKS/ 1. TH'S CHANGE | S APPLI CALE TO MARI NE CORPS ACTI VI TIES ON PC
DI STRI BUTI ON 10209520000. THE FOLLOW NG PEN CHANGES ARE DI RECTED:
A. CHANGE "CMC (MHP-10)" TO READ "CMC (MRC)" THROUGHOUT THE ORDER
B. I N PARAGRAPH 5(E)(7) ADD THE FOLLON NG SENTENCE: "REFER ANY
QUESTI ONS ON THI'S MATTER TO THE CMC (MRC). CALL TOLL FREE 1 (800)
847-1597, COMMVERCI AL (703) 784-9512, DSN 278-9512, OR FAX
784-9823, DSN. 278-9823.

2. TH'S CHANGE | S EFFECTI VE | MVEDI ATELY.

3. TH'S MANUAL | S APPLI CABLE TO THE MARI NE CORPS RESERVE.//
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